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Dobo Student Starts Medical School 

Wuyeh Keita joined SSF when he was in seventh grade 

in Salikenni. This year he has been admitted to the Univer-

sity of The Gambiaôs medical school. To understand what 

an achievement that is you have to visit his home village, 

Dobo. 

Itôs a quiet village, an hourôs walk north of Salikenni 

along a dirt track that passes between peanut fields and 

areas of wild grass and scrub brush. Dobo is one of several 

small villages whose children attend the government 

school in Salikenni for at least part of their education, and 

who therefore are eligible for SSF scholarships. 

Dobo is visibly poorer than Salikenni. Most Salikenni 

residents are of the Mandinka tribe, traditionally farmers 

and fishermen. Dobo also has many Fulas, traditionally 

cattle raisers. Many Dobo houses are in the Fula style ð 

small, round buildings made of dark red mud-bricks, with conical thatched roofs. Dobo has only 

a primary school. When they reach seventh grade, most Dobo children walk to and from the 

Salikenni school each day. You see them in the early morning and late afternoon, walking in 

irregular bunches and dressed in a motley assortment of uniforms. 

Wuyeh (pronounced WEE), now 23, comes from a compound that includes both cement 

block and mud-brick buildings, arranged around a sand courtyard. The family is of the Mand-

inka tribe, with one added distinction. The Mandinkas migrated to what now is The Gambia 

during the era of the Mali Empire, which covered a large area of West Africa between 1230 and 

1600. ñWe all came from Mali,ò Wuyeh explained. ñBut because my parents came later we are 

called in the Mandinka language the Tilibonka, which means ópeople from the East.ôò 

ñMy grandparents are still alive in Mali,ò he said, ñand I have learned a lot about Mali 

through my mother, who just visited her mum and dad last June. My surname, Keita, means in 

Mandinka to take inheritance, which was conferred on the Mandinka ruler, Sundiata Keita 

[founder of the Mali Empire] after he succeeded his father some centuries ago. My tribe people 

are the seventh generation descendants of Sundiata Keita.ò 

Wuyehôs mother, Oumie Keita, is in charge of the compound, along with Wuyehôs older 
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What We Do 
The Salikenni Scholarship Fund (SSF) is a non-profit organization dedicated to increasing op-

portunity for education in the village of Salikenni and several nearby villages, in the rural, 

North Bank region of The Gambia in West Africa. 

 

 

 

Scholarships Starting in seventh grade at the government school in Salikenni, continuing 

through high school in the urban area, and (for those that can make it) 

through four years of higher education in The Gambia. 

Tutoring For our students in the village and in the metropolitan area. 

A library At the Salikenni school designed to promote a culture of reading. We pay 

the salary of the librarian. 

We provide: 

We currently sponsor 38 students in grades 7-9 at the Salikenni school 

  3 repeating grade 9 in urban area middle schools 

27 in urban area high schools 

14 in or applying for higher education in The Gambia 

82 total 

Housing We  rent a large compound in Serrekunda in the metropolitan area 

where our students attending high school live in a supervised environ-

ment, with regular meals and access to computers and tutoring. 

Each year we bring into the program about a dozen students, equally 

divided between girls and boys, in seventh grade in Salikenni. We se-

lect them based on financial need and academic ability. 

Selection 

Management SSF is managed within The Gambia by a board composed entirely of 

our higher education students and alumni. The board members all have 

been educated under the program. Now they are working to keep it go-

ing for younger generations of students. Don and Alison  are co-

administrators of the Fund in the United States. 

Contributions The program is financed through contributions from individuals. SSF 

is a 501(c)3 organization, which means that contributions to it are tax 

deductible. We need to raise $22,045 for the academic year 2015-16. 

Please see Page 10 for contribution details. 

For more information  please visit our website: www.salikenni.org 
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brother, Fakanda. Oumie is a small, thin woman who obviously believes in education. Over the 

years she has expressed great pride in Wuyehôs academic progress. Three of Oumieôs seven 

children are currently in school ï one in Arabic school, one at the Salikenni school, and one, 

Ismaela Keita, in tenth grade at Kotu Senior Secondary School in the metropolitan area. He is 

sponsored by SSF and has said he wants to be a journalist. 

Wuyehôs formal education started very late. His father made no effort to enroll him in 

school. Wuyeh and other boys often went out 

into the bush and hunted small animals with 

sticks. He helped with the familyôs farming. 

When he was about 11 ð growing increas-

ingly unhappy as he saw his friends go off to 

school ð he asked his mother to send him to 

school, and she agreed. He began school in 

second grade in Bani, another village near 

Salikenni. But almost immediately his father 

died. The family was destitute, and he had to 

drop out. Eventually, his mother was able to 

enroll him in the Salikenni school, which 

quickly jumped him to sixth grade. He joined 

our program in 2008 in seventh grade. 

For some time Wuyeh was in the afternoon shift at the Salikenni school. He walked to 

Salikenni during the late morning and spent an hour or so in the SSF library before his classes 

started. We found him there one day reading a book about airline pilots. He said he wanted to 

become one. Later he wanted to be a journalist. His interest in medicine came years later. 

At the end of ninth grade, Wuyeh achieved excellent results in the West African Examina-

tions Council exam that determines eligibility for high school. He was accepted into the science 

program at Masroor Senior Secondary School in the suburbs of Banjul. This was before SSF 

opened its student residence in Serrekunda. Our high school students at that time had to live 

with relatives in the metropolitan area. But Wuyeh had no relatives who could help him. Fatou 

Janneh, our manager at the time, allowed him to live 

in a small shed in her compound in Sukuta, a suburb 

of Banjul. SSF gave him fare to and from school, an 

expense normally paid by relatives. When Fatou Jan-

neh left in 2012 to pursue a masterôs degree in Eng-

land, Wuyeh stayed on in her compound, even 

though he was at times the only person living there. 

She arranged with a neighbor to bring him one meal 

every evening. Wuyeh often left for school in the 

morning with no breakfast. Usually he had no lunch 

and did not eat until he returned to the compound around 

5 or 6 p.m. 

Over the years we have noticed that many of our students from Dobo and other small vil-

lages near Salikenni have been among the hardest-working in our program. When he was still in 

high school, we asked Wuyeh about this. Viewed from Dobo, he said, young people in 

Salikenni are privileged. ñHere we have only mud houses. Thatôs why we are doing our best to 

learn.ò 

 

(Continued from page 1) 

Dobo 

Wuyeh and his mother, Oumie, at home, 2010 
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The Gambia, population 1.8 million, is one of the smallest countries in Africa. "The" is part 

of its official name. The country is 200 miles long and nowhere more than 30 miles wide, 

stretching along both banks of the Gambia River. Except for a short Atlantic coastline, it is en-

tirely surrounded by a much larger country, Senegal. These boundaries, like so many others in 

Africa, are the product of rivalry among 19th century colonial powers. The British made a col-

ony out of the river, its banks and its port. France controlled the surrounding area. As a result, 

English is the official language of The Gambia today. In Senegal it is French. But the first lan-

guages of people on both sides of these borders are the same, predominantly Mandinka and 

Woloff. 

The Gambia became independent peacefully in 1965. Itôs a constitutional democracy, prone 

to one-party control. Its first president, Dawada Jawara, remained in power for three decades.  

He was deposed in a military coup in 1994. The coup leader, Yahya Jammeh, then an Army 

lieutenant, was elected civilian president in 1996. He was reelected in 2001, 2006 and 2011 for 

five-year terms. 

According to the World Bank, The Gambia is among the poorest countries in Africa. Income 

per person in 2013 was $510 a year, but much less than that in rural areas. Some 48 percent of 

Gambians live in poverty. 

The country's main export, groundnuts (peanuts), is subject to the whims of both weather 

and markets. There is a growing tourist industry. Luxury hotels have sprouted along the Atlan-

tic beaches. There are few natural resources. 

The Village 

Salikenni is a village of about 3,500 people in the rural North Bank region of The Gambia. 

The principal occupation is farming. Men grow the main cash crops --- groundnuts, millet and 

corn. Women grow rice, the staple food. During the dry season, women grow vegetables in 

community gardens and sell their produce at a weekly market in another village. Agricultural 

methods have changed little over centuries. Farming provides only the barest living, and many 

families depend on a relative in the urban area or abroad for financial help. 

The great majority of people in the village are of the Mandinka tribe, and almost all are Mus-

lims. There are Christian churches in the urban part of the country but none in this rural area. 

Islam, as practiced here, is peaceful and tolerant. Villagers look with horror at the violent ac-

tions of some Islamists in other parts of the world. 
  

The Gambia 
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On their way: A sampling of promising SSF students 

Ebrima Jallow 

If you set out on almost any rural road in The Gambia you 

will sooner or later encounter a herd of white, long-horned cattle, 

most often tended by a solitary boy. He may be grazing them in a 

remote, stubbly field. or driving them across a highway to a new 

location. Itôs a frequent sight, evoking loneliness, and it always 

makes you wonder what the boyôs future will be. 

Ebrima  Jallow, now 22, spent much of his youth tending cat-

tle. This year, sponsored by the Salikenni Scholarship Fund, he 

began a four-year program at the University of The Gambia for a 

bachelor of science degree in nursing. 

Ebrima comes from the small village of Mandori, a 45-minute 

walk from Salikenni. Mandori has only an Arabic school that 

teaches young children to read the Koran in that language. Children whose parents want them to 

have a general education walk to and from the Salikenni school each day and are thereby eligi-

ble for the SSF program. 

Mandori is primarily a Mandinka village, but there are several families there of the Fula 

tribe, including the Jallow family. The Fulas traditionally are cattle raisers, but they often com-

bine this with farming. 

The Jallow compound is a semi-circle of mud-brick buildings, most of them with corrugated 

metal roofs, one with a thatched roof. The buildings partially surround a courtyard of hard-

packed sand with a wide opening at one end to the dirt road outside. When Don visited the fam-

ily one April day a few years ago, he found the courtyard teeming with life, young and old. Two 

hens scurried about, each followed by her chicks. Sheep and goats, several with their young, 

foraged the courtyard sand for fallen leaves. A fine, brown horse was tethered in a shady corner. 

A gray steer with big horns wandered in and out of the courtyard whenever he pleased. 

About a dozen adults were in resi-

dence. Several of the women had babies 

tied in shawls on their backs as they 

moved about. Some of the women sat 

on mats in the shade of a big mango 

tree with shelled peanuts spread out on 

the mats around them, sorting them, 

some for seed and some for food or 

sale. Many small children played on the 

sand.  

Don was warmly welcomed by Mo-

modou Jallow, a big, jovial man in tra-

ditional dress. He is a younger brother 

of Ebrimaôs father, Wallem Jallow, who 

died in 2010. Momodou is now in charge of the compound. Several of Momodouôs brothers and 

sisters introduced themselves. Ebrima calls all of these ñmy brothers and sisters.ò 

Momodou  is responsible for about 300 head of cattle, some of which he owns and some he 

takes care of for others. The  family  also farms peanuts, millet and corn.  

Ebrima with part of the family herd, 2010 
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Ebrima attended grades 1-6 at the local Arabic school before starting first grade in Salikenni. 

He joined SSF in 2008 when he was in seventh grade. He said then, and every year since, that 

he wanted to be a doctor. In 2010 we snapped a photo of him with part of the family herd, out in 

the flat, dry grassland a short walk from the compound. Ebrima finished ninth grade in 2011 

with excellent results. He enrolled in the science program at Gambia High School in Banjul. 

He finished high school in the spring of 2014 with scores possibly good enough for the uni-

versity medical school. But the medical program lasts seven years, and Ebrima felt this was a 

long time for his family to wait for him to begin earning money and be able to help them finan-

cially. So he made the very mature decision to apply for the four-year nursing program at the 

university. 

Medical school ñis still in my plans,ò he said. But it will have to wait until after he becomes 

a nurse. A nurse whom he knows recently told him that the best doctors begin as nurses. 

The Jallow family believes in education, but of different kinds for various children. Three of 

Momodouôs brothers live in the compound with their wives and children. Some of these chil-

dren will attend the Arabic school, family members said, some will attend the government sys-

tem, and some may do both. Binta Jallow, Momodou Jallowôs daughter, and Ebrimaôs cousin, is 

also one of our scholarship students. This year sheôs in eleventh grade in Mindow Senior Sec-

ondary School in the metropolitan area. 

 Jainaba Faye 

Jainabaôs mother, Fiedy Cham, wanted all of her children to 

have an education. For most of them, that was financially impos-

sible. But Jainaba has defied these odds and this year has started 

tenth grade at a major, metropolitan area high school. 

The family lives in Bani, which has only a primary school and 

whose children attend the Salikenni school for grades 7-9, 

thereby becoming eligible for SSF scholarships. Fiedy Cham, a 

widow, presides over the family compound. 

One of Jainabaôs older sisters, Jele, dropped out of school in 

ninth grade because there was no money to pay her fee. A 

brother, Siaka, never went to school and became a driver of one 

of the passenger vans that run daily between Salikenni and Bara, 

at the edge of the metropolitan area. Another brother, Kemba, 

almost made it through high school. A relative was paying his fees but stopped paying near the 

end of high school. So he could not take the final exam or graduate. He, too, became a van 

driver. 

Jainaba, whose surname is pronounced FYE, applied to join SSF in 2011 when she was in 

seventh grade in Salikenni. She was admitted and quickly became one of SSFôs best students 

among both girls and boys. She completed grade nine in 2013-14 with very good exam results. 

She is now in tenth grade at Kotu Senior Secondary School in the suburbs of the capital city, 

Banjul. She is living in the SSF campus in Serrekunda. She had told us earlier that she wanted 

to be a doctor, but she has enrolled in a commerce track at Kotu. 
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Kasamanding Kanteh 

Kasamanding, now in eighth grade at the Salikenni school, is 

one of our best students in that class. She hopes to become a 

nurse, a choice inspired in part by her friend, Isatou, a nurse at 

the Salikenni health clinic. 

Kasamanding joined SSF in November 2013, one of six girls 

and six boys admitted in that yearôs intake into seventh grade. 

Among 47 applicants who took SSFôs entry tests, she ranked 

second among the entire group and first among the girls. During 

seventh grade in 2013-14 she scored in the 80s and 90s in most 

of her courses in each of the three terms. 

Her father, a Salikenni farmer, is no longer living. Her 

mother, Mansalley Touray, is in charge of the family compound 

in the village. Mansalley  never went to school. Five of Ka-

samandingôs older siblings, four bothers and a sister, attended 

primary school, but went no farther because there was no money to pay their fees. Mansalley 

strongly supports Kasamandingôs education goals. 

Ebrima Marong  

Ebrima Marong comes from the very small village of Man-

dori, a 45 minute walk from Salikenni. He is the only one in 

his family going to school. Two older brothers are at home 

farming. Three older sisters are married. None of these re-

ceived formal education. Ebrima joined SSF in 2011 when he 

was in seventh grade at the Salikenni school. He impressed 

Mary Ann Roberts, who visited Salikenni on behalf of SSF 

that year. She recalls him during a game of flash cards 

ñeagerly leaning forward, arms waving to be called on to an-

swer each question, smiling broadly.ò She was struck by his 

ñkind behavior, good manners, polite competitive spirit and 

excellent reading skills.ò In the spring of 2014, finishing ninth 

grade, Ebrima got one of the best scores ever achieved by an 

SSF student on the nationwide exam that determines eligibility 

for high school. He wrote to thank us, saying that without SSF, ñmost of the students including 

me would have been dropouts.ò  His hero was Nelson Mandela. Hearing of Mandelaôs death, he 

wrote us that the loss was, for him, ñso emotional.ò  This year, Ebrima is in tenth grade in the 

science program at Nusrat Senior Secondary School in the suburbs of the capital city, Banjul. 

He is living in the SSF compound. After high school he wants to study engineering. He wrote:  

ñI would like to assure you that I will double up my efforts in order to meet the expectation.ò 
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Latest news in brief 

Since our last annual report, three SSF students have graduated from higher education, and 

all of them have found employment. All three are members of the board of senior students and 

alumni that manages the program in The Gambia. 

Abdoulie Bah, from Dobo, completed four years at the University of The 

Gambia, earning a bachelorôs degree in accounting. (The formal ceremony will 

take place later.) Abdoulie has begun an internship in accounting at the Gambia 

Telecommunications Co. For several years he has also been developing an ag-

ricultural business in Dobo, growing and marketing crops. 

Modou Lamin Darboe, known as Lamin, this year earned a bachelorôs de-

gree in economics at the local university. His long range goal is to go abroad 

for a masterôs degree, since no institution offers this in The Gambia. Mean-

while, heôs teaching economics at a private high school. 

Mustapha Darboe (not related to Lamin) has completed a graduate diploma 

in journalism at Stratford College in The Gambia. He is a reporter at Today, a 

newspaper in The Gambia, writing about politics and human rights. 

 

Among 14 SSF students now in or applying for higher  education this year, 

six are studying at the university. Two of these will finish four-year courses 

there this academic year. We now have two students in the universityôs seven-

year medical school: Wuyeh Keita (See Page 1) and Mariama Ceesay, now in 

her fourth year. We expect to have two students in the universityôs four-year 

nursing program: Ebrima Jallow (see Page 5) and Bakary Jammeh, who plans to start in Janu-

ary. Other SSF students are working on degrees in accounting and development studies at local 

colleges.  

Village rice crop fails 

Ousman Jarju, SSF manager in The Gambia, reports that the rice crop in Salikenni has suf-

fered an almost total failure this year. Rains during the early part of the growing season starting 

in June were irregular, causing most of the crop to fail to mature. Rice is the staple food in The 

Gambia. Even in a good year most Salikenni families do not grow enough rice to last the whole 

year, and they are forced to buy rice, much of it imported. A weak Gambian dalasi makes those 

imports more expensive. Fortunately, the erratic rains did not disrupt crops of peanuts, millet 

and corn in Salikenni. The village has had serious crop failures before and has coped. The UN 

Food and Agriculture Organization has forecast sharp reductions in cereal harvests in the Sahel 

region of West Africa this year There are calls for increased food aid. The loss of Salikenniôs 

rice crop directly affected SSF. Its board of senior students had planted 100 by 75 meters of 

rice, hoping to sell it and raise money for the program. Only a small portion of their  crop sur-

vived, yielding six bags. The board plans to try again next year, adding peanuts and corn. 

New book on SSF 

An African Education, From Village School to Cap and Gown by Donald H. May, White 

River Press, ISBN 978-1-887043-12-0 tells the story of the Salikenni Scholarship Fund, how it 

was started by Don and Alison May, its successes, failures and lessons learned. It is now avail-

able through book stores, Amazon and Barnes & Noble. 
 


